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				€32 million

Amount devoted by the Group in 2022 to reducing its environmental footprint


×Reduced environmental footprint


Investments were mainly in rehabilitation projects, such as planting by hand and hydraulic seeding in Senegal and New Caledonia, drone planting in Gabon, and restoration work on the Moulili River in Gabon.








69 % 
reduction in channeled dust between 2018 and 2022




B-
Eramet’s score on the CDP Water Security questionnaire, reflecting its performance on both industrial and mining sites.




1,2
Group rehabilitation ratio (area rehabilitated/area cleared) for the period 2019-2023. The target set by the CSR roadmap is a ratio greater than or equal to 1.
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Our environmental policy

Eramet has undertaken to have all its mining sites audited by 2027 to verify their compliance with the CSR requirements of the IRMA standard, which cover issues such as water, biodiversity and mine waste management.

This approach is fully in line with Eramet’s environmental policy which, in addition to strict compliance with the laws and regulations applicable to its activities, is committed to the voluntary and continuous reduction of the Group’s environmental footprint.

We are also committed to integrating environmental issues at the highest possible level into the design of industrial and mining projects. This is why dedicated teams are present at Group level and at all sites (including Gabon, Senegal, New Caledonia, Indonesia, Argentina and Norway) to manage these issues in the most detailed way possible.
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A trusted partner for Nature

Our actions through images in terms of water management and site revegetation during the rehabilitation of our mining sites.






A sustainable approach to environmental management

Each Eramet subsidiary has set up an environmental management system that complies with the requirements of the ISO 14001 standard. They are audited annually by independent external firms.

Eramet Ideas, the Group’s research and innovation center, has embarked on the process of certifying its battery recycling process, with the aim of obtaining ISO 14001 certification in the first quarter of 2024.

By the end of 2022, 89% of Eramet subsidiaries will have achieved certification.
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Our work to promote biodiversity


Although Eramet does not mine in protected areas, our activities can have an impact on species, habitats and ecosystems, depending on the location.

Consequently, our network of biodiversity specialists is implementing a four-pronged strategy:

	Avoid as far as possible negative impacts on biodiversity
	Limit those that cannot be avoided, in order to reduce their duration, intensity and/or extent
	Rehabilitate areas affected by our activities as soon as possible, giving priority to the reintroduction of indigenous species
	Compensate for significant residual impacts that could not be avoided, reduced and, where appropriate, rehabilitated.


The most significant biodiversity issues are currently centered in New Caledonia, Indonesia and Gabon. Particular attention is also being paid to Senegal, where local populations are keen to see the land vacated by the mine rehabilitated and planted with vegetation.

Eramet’s biodiversity approach was recognized in 2021 by the Act4nature international initiative.




In New Caledonia

×In New Caledonia


[image: ]In 2022, SLN has defined new biodiversity avoidance zones and is also carrying out wildlife (birds, reptiles, chiropterans) and plant monitoring on all sites, as well as monitoring the surrounding freshwater and marine environments. SLN is continuing its revegetation efforts, using topsoil, manual planting or hydraulic seeding. All species used for revegetation are selected local species.










In Gabon

×In Gabon


[image: ]

Steps are being taken to speed up the process of natural re-vegetation. Nine shrub species were selected in 2022 for their particular suitability to savannah habitats. They are being grown in the Bangombé nursery.

In 2023, Comilog imposed limits on the operation of its new mine by freezing 10% of the Okouma plateau in order to preserve endangered species, particularly gorillas. This measure was taken prior to optimizing the mine’s profitability, demonstrating Eramet and Comilog’s commitment to environmental protection. Via the Lékédi Foundation Biodiversité, Comilog manages Lékédi Park, a 14,000-hectare animal reserve with resources dedicated to the protection of biodiversity.








In Senegal

×In Senegal


[image: ]Mining mineral sands in coastal dunes sometimes involves clearing land to accommodate the movement of the dredger. Revegetation of the dunes that have been recreated behind the mobile mining facilities is both a major priority for the local population and a challenge in an environment where rainfall is restricted to a short rainy season. By using a back-up irrigation system and without pumping water from the upper water table, reclamation work is now carried out continuously throughout the year, enabling larger areas to be planted.

In 2022, 85 hectares of mining land reshaped and revegetated by GCO were officially returned to the Senegalese Water and Forestry Department, eight years after the mine’s launch. That’s how long it takes to rehabilitate and replant the land. More than 900 ha will have been handed back by 2025.











Our work to preserve water resources


Our mining and metallurgy businesses use water resources at several stages in the process of transforming ore into metal: during the washing of ores, raw materials and by-products, as well as in furnace cooling, gas washing and slag granulation processes.

We are also committed to preserving aquatic environments by minimizing erosion at our mining sites and reducing water consumption during operations.




In New Caledonia

×In New Caledonia


[image: ]We have invested 21 million euros over five years in water management, including around 2,500 sedimentation basins to trap suspended matter and prevent it from spreading into rivers or the lagoon downstream of the mines.








In Gabon

×In Gabon


[image: ]Our subsidiary Comilog uses water to “wash” the manganese in order to remove particles that do not contain manganese. As part of its water management strategy, Comilog has implemented a system to decant the residue from this washing and recycle the water. This water is then re-injected into the process.










In Senegal

×In Senegal

[image: ]A pumping system that draws water from the Maastrichtian aquifer at a depth of over 450 m avoids the need to use water from the upper aquifer. In addition, the GCO process recycles around 50% of the water it uses and replenishes the surface water table (GCO: virtuous water management). Beforehand, we take care to extract only the quantity of water strictly necessary for our activities. GCO has also set up a system for continuous monitoring of surface and deep water levels as well as water quality. This information is monitored on a daily basis, and transmitted to the authorities responsible for water resource management, who visit the site every month.






In Argentina

×In Argentina

[image: ]To recover the lithium contained in the water of the Centenario-Ratones salar, Eramet Ideas has developed a unique and innovative process that, unlike traditional methods, does not involve evaporation. While the process does require the use of fresh water, 60% of the water used will be recycled.






At Group level

×At Group level


[image: ]Eramet also has a working group dedicated to water. This group addresses issues such as groundwater and surface water management, water discharges and slope stability, with the aim of achieving sustainable resource management.













Storage of mine tailings


Mining involves extracting a substantial amount of waste rock in addition to the ore. Managing this mining waste responsibly and safely is a key environmental challenge.

With this in mind, we have committed over the period 2019-2023 to recovering more than 2 million tonnes of material previously considered as waste. The Group is also contributing to the development of dry storage of mine tailings. A groundbreaking innovation in environmental terms, dry stacking reduces the risk of instability and enables enables significantly enhanced recycling of the water used in the process.
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In New Caledonia

Mill tailings are processed and sold as mining by-products. At the Népoui site, this operation is facilitated by innovative optical sorting technology. Thanks to this more refined process, 73,000 tonnes of tailings were recovered between 2020 and 2023.








							

																													

	
						
					
  
				  
				
				
								
					Our subsidiaries around the world


	Comilog Dunkerque
	Comilog
	Eramet Ideas
	Eramet Marietta
	Eramet Norway
	Eramine Sudamérica
	GCO
	Setrag
	SLN
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